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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00767 12I237Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI EUR- 1 2 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-I5 USIA-I5 /092 W 

I2I240Z 054986/43 

P R 120935Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6096 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
US MISSION USUN NEW YORK 1372 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0767 

ABDIJAN FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG 

E.O.II652:N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SF 

SUB: FON MIN BOTHA WINS ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT 

1 . WITH HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE POST OF MINISTER OE EOREIGN 
AFEAIRS, ROELOF "PIK" BOTHA WAS OBLIGED ALSO TO WIN ELECTION 
TO PARLIAMENT IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FULLY FOR A MINISTERIAL 
POST. HE WAS NOMINATED TO RUN IN A BY-ELECTION HELD MAY 1 1 
IN THE JOHANNESBURG AREA OF WESTDENE, NATIONAL PARTY 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 CAPET 00767 12I237Z 

STRONGHOLD, TO REPLACE A FORMER PARLIAMENTARIAN RECENTLY APPOINTED 
TOO ANOTHER GOVERNMENTAL POST. 

2. WITH BOTH'S ACTUAL ELECTION NEVER IN DOUBT, THE 
UNITED AND PROGRESSIVE REPORM PARTIES DID NOT NOMINATE 
CANDIDATES. ULTRA CONSERVATIVE HERSIGTE NASIONALE 
PARTEI CONDUCTED A BLACK MENACE" TYPE OF CAMPAIGN 
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IN OPPOSITION TO A MAN THEY SAID WOULD BE TOO ELEXIBLE 
IN THE FACE OE INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES, AND WOULD SELL 
WHITE INTERESTS TOO CHEAPLY. BOTHA USED CAMPAIGN 
PLATEORMS TO ISSUE STRONG STATEMENTS IN 

CONNECTION WITH RECENT POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS THE 
EIVE POWER INITIATIVE ON NAMIBIA, AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG'S STATEMENTS AND PLANS TO VISIT SOUTH AERICA, 

AND THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM, MAKING IT CLEAR THAT HE WOULD 
NEVER YIELD WHEN BASIC SA INOERESTS WERE AT STAKE. 

3. WITH JUST OVER TI PERCENT OE THE REGISTERED VOTERS PARTICIPATING 

BOTHA WON BY A LANDSLIDE, PILING UP THE LARGEST MARGIN 

IN RECENT HISTORY. HE RECEIVED OVER 

9100 VOTES TO HIS OPPONENTS 652. MAY 12 PRESS AND 

MEDIA ARE FULL OF STATISTICS ESIGNED TO SHOW THAT BOTHA, 

AS WELL AS THE NATIONAL PARTY, HAS SOUNDLY DEEEATED THE 
RIGHT WING. BOTHA SAID THAT 

HIS OVERWHELMING VICTORY REPRESENTED A "MANDATE FOR 
INTERNAL CHANGE IN SOUTH AERICA." 

NELSON 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 
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